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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 7-19 and 22-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,745,034 to Wang et al. 

As concerns claim 1, a method for assigning functions between participants in a communications 
arrangement comprising a plurality of participants, the method comprising the steps of: assigning, to a 
first participant from the plurality of participants, one or more functions to be performed by the first 
participant (sei^ prior to a failure of the first 

participant that prevents the first participant from performing any of the one or more functions assigned 
to the first participant, designating a second participant (t^g$^ ^ 

28*34) from the plurality of participants to perform the one or more functions if any of one or more 
handoff criteria are satisfied; the first participant communicating with the second participant to indicate 
that the second participant has been designated to perform the one or more functions if any of the one or 
more handoff criteria are satisfied (colf^ and in 

response to any of the one or more handoff criteria being satisfied, assigning the one or more functions 
to the second participant (6b.^ 
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As concerns claim 2, the method as recited in claim 1, further comprising unassigning the one or 
more functions from the first participant (tKe;f^ station is unsigned after 

As concerns claim 3, the method as recited in claim 1, further comprising prior to a failure of 
the second participant, designating a third participant (iol^ from the plurality of 

participants to perform the one or more functions if any of one or more handoff criteria are satisfied 
(boju^^ line l O); and in response to any of the one or more handoff criteria being 

satisfied, assigning the one or more functions to the third participant, and unassigning the one or more 
functions from the second participant (Ih^secb^ 

&Op^^ . 

As concerns claim 4, the method as recited in claim 1, wherein the one or more functions include 
initiating and controlling communications between the plurality of participants (eqlu^ 
column Urn 4; initiates ^d.co^ols h^doff). 

As concerns claims 7 and 22, wherein each participant from the plurality of participants 
communicates with other participants during a particular time range (p$lu^ 

As concerns claims 8 and 23, wherein the communications arrangement is a wireless 
communications arrangement and the plurality of participants is a plurality of wireless devices (coMMi 

As concerns claims 9 and 24, wherein the one or more handoff criteria include a request (^h$jm 
4, jinetlO) from the first participant. 

As concerns claims 10 and 25, wherein the one or more handoff criteria include the first 
participant not communicating within a specified amount of time (<$^ 
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As concerns claims 1 1 and 26, wherein the one or more handoff criteria include a failure of the 
first participant (column % 

As concerns claims 12 and 27, wherein the one or more handoff criteria include the first 
participant being out of range (bplurf 

the £ait^ of one or more other participants 

from the plurality of participants. 

As concerns claims 13 and 28, wherein: the first participant is a master participant (s^||ig 
st^i^ri), the second participant is a slave participant (j^^^^t^^) prior to being assigned to perform 
the one or more functions, and the second participant is an associate master participant after being 
designated to perform the one or more functions if any of the one or more handoff criteria are satisfied 
(target • staiioii ^es^ljicfefO • 

As concerns claims 14 and 29, wherein the second participant is designated by the first 
participant (eoltitnh 4, lines 23-35). 

As concerns claims 15 and 30, the method as recited in claim 1, wherein the second participant is 
designated by one or more participants from the plurality of participants (coluiip .4> Maes 5; second 

As concerns claim 16, a computer-readable medium carrying one or more sequences of one or 
more instructions for assigning functions between participants in a communications arrangement, the 
one or more sequences of one or more instructions including instructions which, when executed by one 
or more processors, cause the one or more processors to perform the steps of: assigning, to a first 
participant from the plurality of participants, one or more functions to be performed by the first 
participant (serving opn|t^^ station; col^ prior to a failure of the first 

participant that prevents the first participant from performing any of the one or more functions assigned 
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to the first participant, designating a second participant from the plurality of participants to perform the 
one or more functions if any of one or more handoff criteria are satisfied (targeted 'bon^uiuic^iori 
station; column 4,|lin0 28-34); the first participant communicating with the second participant to 
indicate that the second participant has been designated to perform the one or more functions if any one 
of the one or more handoff criteria are satisfied (coi^,iiii€S : 58-6S; litieis 8^10^ 00^ 24-26) 

and in response to any of the one or more handoff criteria being satisfied, assigning the one or more 
functions to the second participant (cc|u^ 

As concerns claim 17, the computer-readable medium as recited in claim 16, further comprising 
one or more sequences of additional instructions which, when executed by the one or more processors 
(inherent for cause the one or more processors to 
unassign (theiii^ that thb targeted 

<;^n^^ the one or more functions from 

the first participant. 

As concerns claim 18, the computer-readable medium as recited in claim 16, further comprising 
one or more sequences of additional instructions which, when executed by the one or more processors, 
cause the one or more processors to prior to a failure of the second participant, designating a third 
participant (columri;2, lines : l l-i3) from the plurality of participants to perform the one or more 
functions if any of one or more handoff criteria are satisfied; and in response to any of the one or more 
handoff criteria being satisfied, assigning the one or more functions to the third participant, and 
unassigning the one or more functions from the second participant 

becomes :thib.seryitig\c 

As concerns claim 19, the computer-readable medium as recited in claim 16, wherein the one or 
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more functions include initiating and controlling communications between the plurality of participants 
(c$unto^ 

As concerns claim 31, a communications device (cdlu^im 49-51) comprising: an interface 

configured to receive data from a plurality of communications devices (inherent f<£r 
sysiem to^h^^an iifoface|fpr hceiymg^^ t - KnesUS-^)) and to transmit data 

(transmitter) to other communications devices (b©Xiirrm \ and a mechanism 

communicatively coupled to the interface and configured to: perform one or more functions (saving 
££p}^^ and prior to a failure of the communications device that 

prevents the communications device from performing any of the one or more functions, designate a 
particular communications device from the plurality of communications devices to perform the one or 
more functions if any of a set of handover criteria are satisfied (^fuj^^ and the 

communications device communicating with the particular communications device to indicate that the 
particular communications device has been designated to perform the one or more functions if any one 
of the one or more handoff criteria are satisfied (cot ' ^!ine^ 

As concerns claim 32, the communications device as recited in claim 31, wherein the one or 
more functions include initiating and controlling communications between the plurality of 
communications devices (cdiuimj 6j|ip 4^iii^ 

As concerns claim 33, the communications device as recited in claim 31, wherein the 
communications device is a wireless communications device and the plurality of communications device 
is a plurality of mobile communications devices (cpJ&^ if to 

As concerns claim 34, the communications device as recited in claim 3 1, wherein the one or 
more handoff criteria include a request (c^u^|^ from the communications device. 
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As concerns claim 35, the communications device as recited in claim 31, wherein the one or 
more handoff criteria include a failure (bofor^^ of 
the communications device. 

As concerns claim 36, the communications device as recited in claim 3 1, wherein the one or 
more handoff criteria include the communications device not communicating within a specified period 
of time (tohimjx ■9^tinfes€ : fl^). 

As concerns claim 37, the communications device as recited in claim 31, wherein the one or 
more handoff criteria include the communications device being out of range (|§|u^^ 

perfpt|?K:.i) of one or more of the plurality of communications devices. 

As concerns claim 38, the communications device as recited in claim 31, wherein: the 
communications device is a master participant (serving $t$tiQii), and the particular communications 
device is an associate master participant (target stations). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5, 6, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,745,034 to Wang et al. as applied above in view of GAN et al. 

Wang et al. '034 do not disclose a frequency hopping sequence. 
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GAN et al. teach a frequency hopping protocol (&ee ^ 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the system of Wang et al. '034 with a frequency hopping protocol, as taught by GAN et 
al., in order to provide a communication protocol that is less prone to interference. 

As concerns claims 6 and 21, Wang et al. discloses wherein each participant from the plurality of 
participants communicates with other participants during a particular time range (gplutriri ; lines £2r66). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed November 23, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The applicant argues the base stations of Wang cannot communicate with each other and 
therefore do not disclose the limitation of "the first participant communicating with the second 
participant to indicate that the second participant has been designated to perform the one or more 
functions if any of the one or more handoff criteria are satisfied". The examiner disagrees since 
the base stations can communicate with each other through the mobile devices (see col. 6, lines 
58-65; col 8, lines 8-10; col. 8, lines 24-26). 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Wednesday from 5:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http: //pair- 
direct, uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




^jjohn B. Walsh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 



